
February 6. 2013

Karen Gould
President, Brooklyn College
2900 Bedford Avenue
Brooklyn. NY 11210

Dear President Gould:

I write to clarify my position on the co-sponsorship by the Brooklyn College Political Science
Department of the ‘BDS Movement Against Israel” event scheduled for February 7, 2013.

As a strong supporter of the City University of New York, I was deeply disappointed to learn that
a Brooklyn College academic department would sponsor a program solely featuring an organization
whose hateful and inflammatory views are widely known. I am also a strong supporter of the State of
Israel, and believe the BDS movement is destructive to any constructive dialogue.

As an elected official, however, I believe that one must be very careful to distinguish between
personal opposition to hateful speech and our responsibility to protect free and open inquiry, even when
that inquiry includes speech which we in government find hateful and divisive. The right to personal and
academic free speech must never be subject to coercion- implied or real- by government officials. We
must always be vigilant to avoid the “chilling effect” that such threats have on the exercise of the First
Amendment, In that regard, I regret co-signing a letter that called for the cancellation of this event.

It is my sincere hope that your administration and the Political Science Department, while
allowing hate speech as a part of free academic inquiry, will in the future avoid the appearance of
endorsing such speech. As expressed in a recent letter from progressive Brooklyn and elected citywide
officials, led by Congressman Nadler and Council Member Lander. I too am pleased that planning has
begun for additional event(s) at Brooklyn College that will bring a range of additional viewpoints on these
issues in the coming months. I hope that the Political Science Department will co-sponsor these events as
4elI. Such action ould cement your reputation as a neutral academic environment where all ‘ oices are
alloed to speak and be heard equally, and will pros ide your students and the community with a living
illustration of First Amendment principles.

I look forvard to working with you, the Brooklyn College community, and all concerned parties
to overcome a perception that hate speech is being endorsed. and to ensure that we defend our rights,
counter hate with reason, and help ensure that our society remains open and unfettered in its embrace of
free speech and constructive dialogue.
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Gale A. Brewer


