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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Disability and Queerness: Centering the Outsider

When James Anastos, a transgender man, turned 21 and moved into a residential
living environment for the neurologically impaired in Staten Island, his male gender
identity became a problem.  

“Being transgender, they told me they could have me put away if I dressed like a boy.
They didn’t like the way I dressed—all boys’ clothes,” he told me during an interview.

His two best friends in the facility were lesbians, and were also very out about their
identity. “One of my friends there always dressed like a boy, never wore a dress, never. She told
them ‘I’m going to dress the way I want to dress and that’s too bad for you.’  Another friend
was, according to Anastos, “a real tomboy,” who wore gay themed baseball caps and pins.
“That was just who we are, we were comfortable that way,” he added.

But the facility was not comfortable, to say the least, with out queers and transgender
people among its residents.  “The staff hated it, they would make us wear girls’ clothes, dresses
and skirts, make us shave our legs all the time, tell us the way we ‘should’ be.” The
management considered this “training” part of their “hygiene” curriculum.

Anastos’ partner Brandi Campbell is a transgender woman with a physical impairment.
Anastos can’t travel through the city by himself and Campbell’s mobility impairment makes it
very difficult for her to walk.  But to get their food stamps, they have to travel from Staten
Island, where they live with Anastos’ mother, to Brooklyn, an arduous trek negotiating the bus,
the ferry, two subway lines and several sets of subway stairs.

“They have programs for the disabled, but they don’t know how to deal with transgender
people. And GLBT programs don’t know how to handle people with disabilities,” Campbell
said.  “But we’re told not to make waves, to keep our mouths shut,” Anastos added.  

(I met with Anastos and Campbell in a Manhattan coffee shop last fall, wearing my
transgender advocate hat, to answer their questions about getting sex reassignment surgery
covered by Medicaid; in New York, as in the vast majority of states, Medicaid, like almost all
private insurance plans, does not cover these procedures.)

This story is not just an account of two transgender individuals with physical and
neurological impairments “falling between the cracks” of what’s left of the social welfare
system.  Anastos and Campbell’s predicament also brings into sharp relief the intersections of
disability rights and LGTBQ rights, and the ways that disability studies and LGTBQ studies, to
some measure, might share some common theoretical bases and political projects.  

In the disability rights movement and in disability studies, the distinction between
impairments and disability has been crucial.  Disability studies scholar Lennard J. Davis points
out in Bending Over Backwards: Disability, Dismodernism & Other Difficult Positions that in the
“social model” prevalent in the field, “disability is presented as a social and political problem
that turns an impairment into an oppression either by erecting barriers or by refusing to create
barrier-free environments (where barrier is used in a very general and metaphoric sense).”
“Impairment” refers more to the physical “facts” of individuals’ bodies, though certainly the



role of medical discourses in constructing particular types of
bodies as pathological comes under heavy scrutiny.  In moving
away from the “medical model” of disability, in which the
problem to be solved inheres in individual bodies, disability rights
activists and disability studies scholars have located the problem in
social practices, discourses, institutions, and landscapes.

Much of the LGBT rights movement is geared toward finding
a space for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and, more recently, transgender
people, within the legal and social structures to which we’ve
historically been denied entrance, rather than challenging the
structures themselves—marriage is perhaps the most prominent
example at the moment.  In a “Queer Eye for the Straight Guy”
age saturated with images of perfect queer bodies, questioning
the way the norms themselves reproduce the outsider status of
those who fail to meet them seems to have dropped out of the
picture.  For example, the fight for same-sex marriage doesn’t end
the state’s ability to be the legal arbiter of an individual’s sex; nor
will same-sex marriage distribute rights and privileges to those
who’ve created communities and ways of living outside of
marriage-like arrangements.

Disability studies, and the disability rights movement that spawned this lively and important
interdisciplinary field, reminds us that, as a movement, we need to continue to challenge not
only the historical heteronormativity of the social and legal landscape we find ourselves in, but
also the way those same structures are imbued with race, class, gender, and ableist privileges.

As the story of Anastos and Campell reminds us, queer rights and disability rights are not
just parallel, but intersectional. And the work of disability studies doesn’t just provide a
convenient analogy for those of us in queer studies—it also shows us how useful it might be to
analyze how different types of queer and impaired bodies and desires are cast as “abnormal”
together.  As queer disability rights activist Eli Clare writes in Exile and Pride: Disability, Queerness
and Liberation, “my body has never been singular. Disability snarls into gender. Class wraps
around race. Sexuality strains against abuse.”

The point of all this is to give you some idea of the work that CLAGS has been doing this
year in our series, “Disability and Queerness: Centering the Outsider.”  At the urging of disability
rights activists Jim Davis and Anthony Trocchia, and under the leadership of CLAGS’s former
executive director, Alisa Solomon, CLAGS formed a committee of queer disability rights activists,
disability studies scholars, and queer studies scholars and activists to develop this programming.
This fall, we’ve seen some of the fruits of that work and the programming continues this spring:
on March 29th, CLAGS and the Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality at NYU will host a
pedagogy workshop on teaching at the intersections of queer and disability studies with Simi
Linton and David Serlin; on April 14th, we’ll have a panel, “Composing Birth Announcements:
The Production of Hetero-Normative, ‘Healthy’ Babies,” addressing the effects of new
reproductive technologies; and on May 12th, Santiago Solis will present his work, “Unzipping
the Monster Dick,” on ableist penile representations in homoerotic magazines. If you’re in the
New York area, I urge you to come out to these events; if you think you already know about the
disability rights movement and disability studies, and how they might intersect with queer lives
and queer studies, think again.  

This is just some of the innovative programming that we at CLAGS have been working on
this year, in addition to our on-going initiatives, including the International Resource Network,
which, with the support of the Ford Foundation, will now be moving from the planning to the
realization stage.  

We’re also delighted to announce that the Feminist Press has just published, Queer Ideas: The
Kessler Lectures in Lesbian & Gay Studies. The book includes the first ten lectures by Kessler
honorees:  Joan Nestle, Edmund White, Barbara Smith, Monique Wittig, Esther
Newton, Samuel R. Delany, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, John D’Emilio, Cherríe
Moraga, and Judith Butler.  Finally, you’ll be hearing more about Gayle Rubins’
wonderful 2003 Kessler Lecture, “Geologies of Queer Studies: It’s Déjà Vu All
Over Again,” in our summer newsletter—stay tuned. ◆
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Respect and Equality:
Transsexual  and Transgender Rights  

B Y S T E P H E N  W H I T T L E

DISEMBODIED LAW: TRANS PEOPLE’S LEGAL (OUTER)SPACE1

Stephen Whittle was the
2003 winner of CLAGS’s
Sylvia Rivera Award in
Transgender Studies for
his book, Respect and
Equality: Transsexual
and Transgender Rights
(London: Cavendish
Publishing, 2002).  The
following passages are
excerpted from the first
chapter.

continued on next page

T he problem of who I legally am in the
world I live in has been vexatious
throughout my adult life. Like other

transsexual people worldwide, I face an
inadequate legal framework in which to exist.
Some of us live within states and nations that
recognise the difficulties and attempt to provide a
route way through the morass of problems that
arise; others barely, if at all, even acknowledge our
being. We are simply ‘not’ within a world that
only permits two sexes, only allows two forms of
gender role, identity or expression. Always falling
outside of the ‘norm,’ our lives become less, our
humanity is questioned, and our oppression is
legitimised.

I have spent 28 out of my (to date) 47 years
of life being known as Stephen. Prior to my
adoption of the name Stephen, regardless of the
name used for me by others, in my head, my day
dreams and my plans for the future I referred to
myself as Peter—a name I did not retain only
because other people felt it was old fashioned. I
have a beard, I wear a suit and tie to work - to not
do so would be considered inappropriate. My
partner and I have four children whom we chose
to have together and the children all refer to me
as Daddy. My driving licence, passport, library
card and video-club membership have only ever
referred to me in the male gender. Yet my
national insurance pension scheme has only ever
referred to me in the female gender; if I break the
law I will go to a women’s prison and to cap it all,
I will depart this life as Stephen Whittle, female.

I frequently face a dilemma in how I am to
refer to myself in various settings. I am all too
aware that I am not like most other men. For a
start, if I refer to myself as a man, am I claiming
some privileged position in the patriarchy? I
actually do not want to claim that position; I often
do not feel very privileged having been dismissed
from jobs in the past because of my otherness. I
have received hate mail and been excluded from
social events both public and private. I find the
fact that I cannot ensure my compulsory
employment pension contributions are passed
onto my partner of twenty five years standing, at
best, demeaning of our relationship, at worst, an
almost criminal extortion of money from me.
Where is my privilege? 

Furthermore, I have a set of skills imbued in
me as a child and teenager that other men simply
do not have. Apart from sewing and household
cleaning skills, I listen differently and I contribute
to discussions differently. My childhood, like that
of many I suppose, was unhappy but the reasons
for that unhappiness were considerably different
from those of most others. I know my attitude to
other people and their lifestyles is one of almost
excessive tolerance, as long as it involves no harm
to others. I simply do not function in life with the
same assumptions that other men are afforded
through their upbringing and position of
privilege.

In social and medical texts, my sort of man
has, over time, been referred to as a female urning
and gynandrist (Krafft-Ebing, 1893), female
transsexual (Stoller, 1975), and as a ‘woman who
wants to become a man’ (Green, 1974). More
r e c e n t l y, the common descriptor applied to me is
that of ‘female to male transsexual.’ This is on the
basis that I was born with genitalia that are
regarded as female yet have undergone a bilateral
m a s t e c t o m y, take testosterone on a regular basis
and I identify myself as male. Yet, am I a man? I
prefer to refer to myself as a trans man—my own
understanding is that I am a man who was born
female bodied and, as I explain to my children,
when I was big enough and old enough I made it
clear to other people that I really was a man and I
got it sorted out. This leaves me with a personally
acknowledged situation that I am a different sort
of man; I am a trans man with a transsexual status.

With my status, a trans man, the UK
government, because I have undergone some
surgical gender reassignment, acquiesces to my
request to be regarded as male (and not a man)
for some social purposes but continues to
maintain that for legal purposes I will be regarded
as a woman. They choose not to make my life
really difficult by making international travel or a
driving check embarrassing, but they refuse to
allow me many of the privileges that the law
affords other men. At their worse, they insist that I
am a woman.

It is difficult to explain what being a bearded
woman means to those who have never
experienced that position. If I want to take out life
insurance, I am forced to sit in front of an



insurance broker who does not know me
from Adam (or Eve for that matter) and
explain that I am a woman—which always
raises the eyebrows. I never ever want to
lose my job because the idea of sitting in
the dole office waiting for the clerk to
shout out ‘Miss Stephen Whittle to cubicle
6’ makes me feel sick. I find it appalling
that one of my children might one day
have to register my death and on their
return to collect the certificate will find I
have been identified as Stephen Whittle,
female, and that they will simply become
‘friend of the deceased.’

The presumption that has been
taken by most academic writers in the area
is that I, and people like me, are
demanding that we be legally recognised
in the gender role in which we live. I am
not sure if that is the case (though it may
be for some) and anyway, surely the role I
live in is that of a trans man. I am willing
to be a different sort of man, but I am not
willing to be a different sort of woman
because I have never been a woman. I
transitioned into living as a man when I
was 19 years old; therefore, as I often
explain, on that basis I never reached the
exalted state of womanhood—my
experience was at most, that of being a
different girl. But even if I was a girl, my
experience was significantly different from
that of other girls, ask my sisters and they
will verify that. My life is different, it is the
experience of being a trans man, and as
such, discrimination has been perpetrated
on me throughout my life in an entirely
a r b i t r a ry manner. I have lost jobs not
because I do not do them well but because
my life history is that of a trans man. My
partner is refused my pension not because
my money is not good but because I have
the life history of a trans man.

Yet I am proud to be a trans man. I
have surmounted great odds in life, I have
had the pleasure of experiencing life in a
very unique way, I have learnt a lot about
tolerance and I have learnt a lot about
bravery, hard work and commitment from
the many other trans people I have met.
Should it be so hard to be myself, to be a
trans man, and the operative word in that
is ‘man’. This essay is in effect a plea to
the law. I want to be able to be a visible
trans man, to obtain my own identity and
to be recognised as myself. But firstly, we
must try to understand exactly what is
taking place in order to ascertain what we
can learn about the nature and
construction of the legal culture, and the
nature and construction of gender, in
itself, by studying the legal problems that
transpire because of the emergence of
transsexualism in our society.

LIVING IN OUTER SPACE
For Irigary (1977) to have an identity

which is not one's own, to be a sex which
is not one, is to be excluded from the
fullness of being: it is to be left precisely in
a condition of dereliction. One is excluded,
therefore, from the social contract within
which men participate. A Rousseau'sian
design of the social contract inevitably fails
because the abstract individual of liberal
democratic theory is, as Patemen (1989)
has shown, in fact a man. Irigary is
referring to women as women, women
who never have their own identity—a
woman's identity is defined through the
social and cultural persona, they are in
society but not of society. And this could
be seen as an echo of the women in law; a
woman is objectified through interv e n-
tionist law, she never is the law. As such,
the egalitarian project of law is doomed
through its own history, and the interv e n-
tionist project in law is doomed through its
further objectification. Both deal in a
mythical equivalency.

The question then lies on whether
there is any other form of project which
can address the issue of the inadequacies of
sexed / gendered law. ... John Locke
asserted in relation to the law that the use
of words is to be the sensible mark of ideas;
and the ideas they stand for are their
proper and immediate signification (in
Douzinas, Warrington, McVeigh 1991: 228)

Let us consider, then, the extent to
which the UK’s Road Traffic Offender’s Act
1988 (RTOA) is a ‘sensible mark of ideas.’
In the RTOA, it is a separate offence not to
acknowledge, in court documents, a sex
classification for yourself. Does this then
require giving a legally correct classifi-
cation or is the choice of sex yours, as
long as you give one? Do you have to give
the one that the court would recognise,
and anyhow, do you know what system
the court would use to recognise it?

If we consider the situation of the
androgen insensitive woman, I (and
medicine) refer to her as a woman, yet do
we know for the purposes of the law
whether she is a woman, or whether she is
a man. Is the classification the one
afforded on her birth certificate, i.e. based
on a cursory glance by a midwife to see
whether there is a penis or not? In other
words, a process that simply asserts
whether someone is a ‘man’ or a ‘not
man.’ Or should the law follow the three-
point test devised by Ormrod LJ in the
case of  Corbett2? Her chromosomes
would be XY, her gonads would be un-
descended testes, and her genitalia would
include a vagina? In the civil law,
therefore, if the court uses the balance of

probabilities test used for ascertaining
evidential proof, I suspect she would be
found to be a man on a 2:1 rule. However
in the criminal court if we were to have to
prove her sex, say for an offence involving
soliciting, would the evidential burden of
‘beyond all reasonable doubt’ mean that
the court would be left with no sex site
that they could place this woman in? 

As UK law currently stands the
transsexual man, if born in Britain, would
be legally classified as a woman for the
purposes of marriage3, the criminal law4,
Social Security and National Insurance
benefits5, immigration6 and parenting7.
For the purposes of employment he would
be afforded the special status of ‘woman
who is transsexual’,8 which simply means
a woman with special protection for
having an identity peccadillo. If the trans
man were born outside of Britain then his
identity in each of these areas of the law
would be dependant upon the nation
state he was born in.9 Yet, the trans man
would be classified on his driving licence
(through the codification system) as a
man. If the trans man is required to give
his ‘sex’ to the court if he is facing a
driving disqualification, presumably the
purpose of that disclosure is to ensure that
the driving licence records of the correct
person are marked up. Should he say he is
a man or male, or should he say he is a
woman or female? What is the
requirement of the law? It is no defence to
a criminal act to argue that you had no
knowledge of the law, or that you did not
understand it. Where lies Locke's ‘sensible
mark of ideas,’ the logic of the law is truly
at times an ass. ◆

1. A version of this essay was published as
“The Becoming Man : The Law’s Ass
Speaks” in More K, Whittle S (eds)  (1999)
Reclaiming Genders: Transsexual Grammars
at the Fin De Siecle, London: Cassell

2. Corbett v Corbett [1970] 2 All ER 33
3. ibid
4. R v Tan and others [1983] 2 All ER 12
5. Sheffield v UK Government Applic. No

22985/93 (1993) E.C.H.R
6. Horsham v UK Government Applic. No

23390/94 (1994) E.C.H.R
7. X, Y and Z v UK Government  [1997]

75/1995/581/667 E.C.H.R
8. M v The Chief Constable of the West

Midlands Police (1996) 04/430/064
9. For example; if born in Ontario in Canada

he would be a man for the purposes of
immigration into Britain, yet he would be
woman for the purposes of marriage. (see
the comments earlier in this chapter on the
cases of  C(L) v C(C) (1992) and B. v A.
(1990). If born in Holland he would be a
man for all purposes except (probably) the
criminal law.
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N E W S  F R O M  C L A G S

Fellowship Winners
Monette-Horwitz Dissertation Prize
Patty Kelly was awarded the 2003 Monette-Horwitz Prize for
her dissertation, "Sex Work in the 'Other' Chiapas: Prostitution,
Morality and Modernity in Urban Mexico." Kelly received a PhD in
anthropology in October 2002 from the Graduate Center of the
City University of New York, currently holds a post-doctoral
fellowship at Baruch College, CUNY, and just published a
chapter called "I Made Myself from Nothing: Women and Sex
Work in Urban Chiapas" in Women of Chiapas: Making History in
Times of Struggle and Hope (Christine Eber and Christine Kovic
eds. Routledge 2003).  ◆

Sylvia Rivera Prize in Transgender Studies
Stephen Whittle was the second annual recipient of CLAGS's
Rivera Prize for his 2002 publication, Respect and Equality;
Transsexual and Transgender Rights, excerpted on pg. 3 of this
issue of CLAGSnews. Whittle is the Reader in Law at Manchester
Metropolitan University, as well as Vice-President of Press For

Change, the UK's transgender lobby group. He also co-ordinates
the FtM Network. In 2002 he received the Liberty/Justice Human
Rights Award for 30 years of campaigning work for transgender
rights. He has published widely on transgender law and theory,
including his forthcoming A Transgender Studies Reader (Taylor
Francis). ◆

New Board Member
CLAGS welcomes one new board member, who started his term
with us in September. Dean Spade is a trans attorney and
activist, and founder of the Sylvia Rivera Law Project, an organi-
zation dedicated to ending poverty and gender identity discrimi-
nation.  Dean was the recipient of the Emil J. Stache Public
Interest Law Fellowship at UCLA for the years of 1998-2001,
where he received his J.D. Dean's writing has appeared in the
Chicano-Latino Law Review, the Harvard Lesbian & Gay Review, and
the Berkeley Women's Law Journal. He is also co-editor of the
online activist journal, www.makezine.org and an active member
of Queers for Economic Justice. ◆

N E W S  F R O M  B E Y O N D

The Committee on LGBT Studies at the University of Arizona is
in the midst of another busy and exciting year. In fall 2003, the
Committee presented the 11th annual Lesbian Looks Film and
Video Series, which brings cutting edge documentaries, experi-
mental and narrative shorts and independent feature films to the
Tucson community. The Rockefeller-funded Sex, Race and
Globalization Project is hosting its 3rd pair of fabulous fellows:
Ashley Tellis, who works on the formation of queer identities
and activisms in the context of globalization in India, and Laura
Gutierrez, who is working on Unsettling Comforts: Sexualities in
Contemporary  Mexicana and Chicana Performance. And they 
are gearing up for their annual SRG conference, this year on the
theme Queer Imaginaries, April 16-17. On the curricular front,
they now offer, every semester, a freshman general education
course, "Interdisciplinary Approaches to LGBT Studies," regularly
offer a graduate seminar in "Queer Theory," and are working with
Women's Studies to create an undergraduate LGBT Concentration
within the WS major.  But the most exciting news is that it looks
likely that they will be approved to undertake a national search
for a  new coordinator. This will be an associate level position and
we are particularly interested in finding someone (in any
humanities or social science field) with expertise in Chicana/o or
Border Studies. So keep your eyes open for the advertisements. ◆

At the University of Toronto, an undergraduate minor program
in Sexual Diversity Studies was launched over four years ago,
drawing on departmental offerings in the Social Science and
Humanities but also on its own new interdisciplinary core of

courses.  Its faculty leadership has come from, among others,
David Rayside (Political Science), Maureen FitzGerald
(Anthropology), Brian Pronger (Physical Education), Fadi 
Abou-Rihan (Philosophy), Mariana Valverde (Criminology),
David Townsend (Medieval Studies), and Michael Cobb
(English).  It now has over 100 students enrolled in the program
itself, and many more in its courses.  It has become one of the
highest profile interdisciplinary programs in this very large
university, and the most substantial program on sexuality in
Canada.  In 2004, SDS will be inaugurating an undergraduate 
major and a research centre, and in a few years anticipates
developing and a collaborative M.A. and support programs for
post-doctoral studies. ◆

At Duke, once a hotbed of Queer studies, the field of sexuality
has been struggling and underfunded for years. But, in
conjunction with a strong Women's Studies program (under the
directorship of Robyn Wiegman) and active LGBT center
(headed by Karen Krahulik), there is new push going on now
to revitalize the undergraduate certificate-giving program, the
Program in the Study of Sexualities,  headed by its new director,
Anne Allison. With funds for a half line (someone to teach two
courses each of three years starting in fall, 2004), the aim is to
build this program, strengthen the scholarly interest and
dynamism around sexualities (queer/global/cyber/activist/
community) studies, and to make sexuality a safe/exciting space
for study and research once again at Duke. ◆



Racismo, xenofobia, discriminación, homofobia, sexismo...son algunos de los nombres de la
intolerancia. El miedo al otro, al diferente, al que tiene otro color de piel, otra religión, otras
preferencias sexuales... El otro se convierte en una amenaza ¿a qué? ¿A la propia identidad?

¿Existe algo así como “la propia identidad”? En un momento en que la intolerancia recibe el nombre
de “guerra santa” o de “justicia infinita”, en que se toma a dios como bandera para justificar las
mayores atrocidades, en que estamos pagando las consecuencias de los delirios bélicos de un
megalómano metido a presidente, en que los “enemigos” son los que usan turbante o pasamontañas,
los que hablan en lenguas "ininteligibles", pero también aquellas otras que "provocan" simplemente por
ser mujeres jóvenes en ciudad Juárez, y por supuesto los que amanecen sonriendo junto a alguien de su
propio sexo ("Amanecí otra vez entre tus brazos...", canta José Alfredo, y arranca suspiros de todos los
colores); en un momento como éste es bueno volver a pensar sobre un tema como la tolerancia, y, si
no me equivoco, ése es uno de los temas principales de este encuentro. Es bueno volver a asumirnos
como militantes por la aceptación del otro no porque es igual a mí sino precisamente porque es
diferente; militantes por la celebración, entonces, de la diferencia y la heterogeneidad, pero no como
un canto pasteurizado (no tengo financiamiento de Benetton, aclaro), sino como modo de trabajar
sobre las complejas aristas de lo diferente, de cuestionar y buscar desestructurar prejuicios y binarismos
empobrecedores; hablamos de una celebración que sea consciente de que la diferencia no justifica las
desigualdades: el hambre, la pobreza, el imposible acceso a un nivel mínimo de bienestar. Sabemos que
mientras en algunos sitios - cada vez más, afortunadamente - ondea con orgullo la bandera del arco
iris, en muchos, muchísimos otros, lo obligado es el ocultamiento, el silencio, la hipocresía. "¡Ay, voz
secreta del amor oscuro!", escribió alguna vez Federico García Lorca. 

Una vez más nos viene bien el más perfecto y breve cuento del mundo, “El dinosaurio” de Tito
Monterroso: “Y cuando desperté el dinosaurio todavía estaba allí”. Y el dinosaurio en este caso no es
solamente la opinión del Vaticano, que aún me sorprende que sorprenda cuando todos los días
tenemos ejemplos de sus posturas retrógradas e intolerantes - quizás dentro de 500 años nos pidan una
disculpa -, sino todos los datos que nos sacuden cotidianamente. Vayan unos pocos ejemplos como

Historian Gabriela Cano (right), Professor at the
Universidad Autónoma-Metropolitana-Iztapalapa
and one of the key organizers of the IRN Latin
American Meeting in Mexico City, introduced
influential cultural critic Carlos Monsiváis as
opening speaker. One of the most widely read
cultural critics throughout the hemisphere,
Monsiváis assessed the state of LGTBQ lives and
inquiries in his "Chronicle on Queer Studies in
Latin America." He emphasized that, although
the LGTBQ movement has received scant
publicity in the mainstream, it has
achieved—and continues to achieve—much
throughout Latin America. For Monsiváis, queer
scholarship needs to evaluate achievements in

Latin America. Apart from participating in the struggles for the recognition of queer sexualities, rights, and knowledges as
legitimate, Monsiváis outlined a diversity of areas for possible inquiry. These include the re-reading of canonical texts,
historical-archival investigations of issues of gender and sexuality in the region, and local and regional manifestations of
"queer globalizations" ranging from the incorporation of sexual orientation into human rights discourse to the circulation of
images of gayness through mass media.
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Encuentro de CLAGS – Universidad del Claustro de Sor Juana
4 de agosto de 2003

Palabras de bienvenida
S A N D R A L O R E N Z A N O

continúa en la página 8
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CLAGS Meeting—Universidad del Claustro de Sor Juana
4 August 2003

Welcoming Remarks
S A N D R A L O R E N Z A N O  

Racism, xenophobia, discrimination,
homophobia, sexism…these are some of
the names of intolerance. The fear of the

other, of the different, of the one who has
another skin color, another religion, other sexual
preferences…The other becomes a threat, to
what? To one’s own identity? Is there something
like “one’s own identity?” In a moment when
intolerance receives the name of “holy war” or
“infinite justice,” when god is waved as a flag to
justify the greatest atrocities, when we are paying
the consequences of the war fantasies of a
megalomaniac playing president, when the
“enemies” are those wearing turbans and “masks”
(pasamontañas) those who speak “unintelligible”
tongues, but also those who “provoke” simply for
being young women in Ciudad Juárez, and of
course those who wake up next to someone of
their same sex (“I woke up again between your
arms…,” sings José Alfredo, provoking sighs of all
colors); in a moment such as this it is good to
think again about a theme such as tolerance, and,
if I am not mistaken, that is one of the main
themes of this meeting. It is good to begin again
to see ourselves as militants for the acceptance of
the other not because that other and I are equal
but precisely because the other is different;
militants for the celebration, then, of difference and heterogeneity, but not as a pasteurized tune (let
me make clear that I am not financed by Benetton), but more as a way to work on the complex
intersections of the different, a way to question and unpack prejudices and binaries that impoverish
thought; I am talking of a celebration that is aware that difference does not justify inequalities: hunger,
poverty, the impossible access to a minimum level of well being. We know that while in some places—
more each time, fortunately—the rainbow flag proudly waves, in many, very many others, what is
compulsory is hiding, silence, hypocrisy. “Ay, secret voice of dark love!” Federico García Lorca wrote
once.

Once again it is useful to cite the most perfect and brief short story of the world, “The Dinosaur”
of Tito Monterroso: “And when I woke up the dinosaur was still there.” And the dinosaur in this case is
not only the opinion of the Vatican, which I am always surprised to find surprises some when we get
examples of their retrograde and intolerant postures every day—maybe in 500 years they will
apologize—but all of the information that overwhelms us daily. Here are some examples as tokens of
the Latin American reality. (I talk about Latin America because it is what I know best, but we can find
similar information about many other places in the world.)

The list is long and atrocious: assassinations, threats, persecutions, police raids, extortions, violence
of all kinds…In some countries, such as Nicaragua, homosexuality is penalized by law; in practically all
countries the police has a very wide and permissive margin to arrest homosexuals. Torture is, more

IRN Latin American Meeting Participants (l-r): Jorge
Bracamonte Allain (Peru), María Mercedes Gomez
(Colombia/US), Juan Marco Vaggione (Argentina/US), and
César Cigliutti (Argentina). The IRN Working Meeting in
Mexico City not only provided an occasion to discuss regional
and international exchanges, it also created such exchanges.
Indeed, it was structurally designed to foster as much
dialogue and informal interaction among participants as
possible. Apart from the small working sessions and the brief
"State of the Field" presentations, there was plenty of time
during and between sessions for participants to get to know
each other more informally, to learn more about each 
other's research interests and work, and to compare notes on
the conditions for the production of knowledge about gender
and sexuality in their countries of origin.

continued on page 9

CLAGS has published, with
the Feminist Press, Queer
Ideas: The Kessler Lectures in
Lesbian & Gay Studies. The
NYU series, "Sexual
Cultures: New Directions
from the Center for Lesbian
and Gay Studies," has just
released Juana María
Rodríguez’s Queer Latinidad:
Identity Practices, Discursive
Spaces. Other books in the
series include Samuel
Delany’s Times Square Red,
Times Square Blue, Philip
Brian Harper’s Private
Affairs: Critical Ventures in
the Culture of Social
Relations, José Quiroga’s
Tropics of Desire:
Interventions from Queer
Latino America, Mandy
Merck’s In Your Face: 9
Sexual Studies, Greg Forter’s
Murdering Masculinities,
María C. Sánchez and Linda
Schlossberg’s Passing:
Identity and Interpretation in
Sexuality, Race and Religion,
Lauren Berlant and Lisa
Duggan’s Our Monica,
Ourselves, Robert Reid-
Pharr’s Black Gay Man,
Juana María Rodríguez’s
Queer Latinidad: Identity
Practices, Discursive Spaces,
Janet Jakobsen and Ann
Pellegrini’s Love the Sin:
Sexual Regulation and the
Limits of Religious Tolerance,
and The Queerest Art: Essays
on Lesbian and Gay Theater,
edited by Alisa Solomon
and Framji Minwalla, and
Queer Globalizations:
Citizenship and the Afterlife
of Colonialism edited by
Arnaldo Cruz Malavé and
Martin F. Manalansan IV.
Forthcoming books include
Boricua Pop: Puerto Ricans
and the Latinization of
American Culture by Frances
Négron-Muntaner, Manning
the Race: Reforming Black
Men in the Jim Crow Era by
Marlon Ross, In a Queer
Place and Time: Essays on
Gendered Embodiment by
Judith Halberstam and Why
I Hate Abercrombie and
Fitch: Essays on Race and
Sexuality in the U.S. by
Dwight A. McBride.
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muestra de la realidad latinoamericana (hablo de América Latina porque es lo que conozco más, pero
podemos encontrar información similar en muchos otros lugares del mundo). 

La lista es larguísima y atroz: asesinatos, amenazas, persecuciones, razzias, extorsiones, violencia de
todo tipo... En algunos países, como Nicaragua, la homosexualidad se encuentra penada por la ley; en
prácticamente todos la policía tiene un amplísimo y permisivo margen para detener a los
homosexuales. La tortura es, más que tolerada, alentada, ni qué decir del desprecio y la negligencia
cuando de estos casos se trata. La impunidad de las “fuerzas del orden” en su lucha por proteger las
“buenas costumbres” como dijo alguno de nuestros alcaldes panistas, es absoluta.

En México, según la Comisión Ciudadana contra Crímenes de Odio por Homofobia, entre 1996 y
1999 fueron asesinadas por esta causa 190 personas. Y aclara textualmente el informe de la Comisión,
“la promoción de odio homofóbico provino básicamente de las autoridades”. Por supuesto, no puedo
dejar de recordar a los dos homosexuales asesinados a martillazos el mes pasado en la ciudad de
Nogales, Sonora.

El informe destaca que "cobran especial importancia las ejecuciones de adolescentes y jóvenes gay
entre los 14 y los 20 años de edad". Muchos de nosotros trabajamos en las universidades con chicos de
esa edad, me pregunto si no tenemos nada que decir al respecto.

“Con 35 asesinatos de homosexuales por año, México ocupa el segundo lugar, en cifras absolutas,
de este tipo de crimen, seguido por Estados Unidos, con 25 muertos”. El primer lugar lo ocupa Brasil.
En 2001 fueron asesinados en Brasil 132 homosexuales (88 gays, 41 travestis y 3 lesbianas). Cada tres
días es asesinado salvajemente un homosexual. Por supuesto, la mayor parte de estos asesinatos queda
impune.

No olvidemos otros casos en nuestro continente como el sospechoso incendio de una discoteca
gay en Valparaíso hace un par de años, que dejó decenas de muertos, y que siguiendo el esquema que
impera en la región, aún no se ha aclarado.

Todo esto sin entrar en otro tipo de violencia como la censura, el silenciamiento, las exclusiones de
todo tipo (como el alcalde de Aguascalientes que prohibía que a un balneario entraran “perros y
homosexuales”), y una larguísima lista de terribles etcéteras.

Es por todo esto que nuestro reto está en todos los campos: en la vida académica, en la cotidia-
neidad, en los medios masivos, en la práctica política, en las relaciones familiares, en la convivencia con
nuestra pareja, en el activismo. Nuestro reto está en la reflexión y en la acción, sabiendo que a veces los
desniveles entre uno y otro ámbito son abismales. La vieja discusión acerca de la relación entre teoría y
praxis vuelve con bríos a la escena, y una vez más nos conmina a atenderla. El dinosaurio puede invadir
cualquier resquicio, y la mejor forma de percibir sus movimientos es siendo conscientes de las
desigualdades que se dan entre los diversos espacios. Tenemos, por un lado, la posibilidad de discutir

conceptos como queer y queernes,
de hablar de lo simbólico, de las
redes de poder, del falogocentrismo,
del “cuerpo sin órganos”, de devenir
del deseo, del género como
performance, etc. Tenemos ya
programas de Gay and Lesbian
Studies, o la primera escuela para
“diversos” en Nueva York; tenemos la
tranquilidad y la libertad que suelen
darnos nuestros cubículos y nuestros
escritorios (aunque sabemos que
también hay excepciones). Y
tenemos, por otro lado, los
asesinatos, la discriminación, la
violencia de género, la hipocresía, el
ocultamiento, los clósets cerrados con
triple llave, el miedo que sólo
desparece el día de la Marcha del

continúa de la página 6

continúa en la página 10

In the last plenary of the two-day meeting, CLAGS's Alisa Solomon, along
with Mexican anthropologist Patricia Ponce and Mexican literary scholar
Lucía Melgar, summarized discussions held in the small group sessions,
moved the group toward consensus on the work that took place at the
Claustro, and made time for all participants to air comments, questions and
concerns that had cropped up throughout the meeting. The meeting closed
on an inspired note, as our two days had resulted in realistic working
principles for the IRN site, identified existing resources and resources that
might be helpful to create, and connected a varied group of LGTBQ
researchers.

This fall the CLAGS
office donated over
300 titles to the
Edward Carpenter
Collection of the
CUNY Graduate
Center’s Mina Rees
Library. You too can
help build the LGTBQ
library collection at
the CUNY Graduate
Center.

As a first priority,
the library needs
hardback academic
press titles, partic-
ularly in the social
sciences and
humanities. To avoid
donating duplicate
copies, check the
CUNY+ online library
catalog from the
library homepage at
http://library.gc.cuny.
edu. Also, take a look
at the library’s gift
policy, then download
and fill out the donor
form to bring to the
library. The library will
mail you a letter
acknowledging and
itemizing your
donation for your tax
purposes. The library
will also add a
bookplate to your
donated titles,
identifying your gift as
part of the CLAGS
library campaign.

To discuss your
donation or to make
special arrangements,
contact Polly
Thistlethwaite,
Associate Librarian for
Public Services, at
pthistlethwaite@
gc.cuny.edu or 
212-817-7071. ◆



than tolerated, encouraged, let alone the scorn and negligence when dealing with these cases. The
impunity of the “forces of order” in their struggle to protect “good manners,” as said by one of our
mayors from the Partido Acción Nacional (Party for National Action), is absolute.

In Mexico, according to the Citizen Commission Against Hate Crimes Because of Homophobia,
between 1996 and 1999, there were 190 people assassinated for this cause. And the report of the
Commission clarifies textually: “the promotion of homophobic hatred basically comes from the
authorities.” Of course, I cannot forget the two homosexuals killed by hammer blows last month in the
city of Nogales, Sonora.

The report underlines that “of particular importance are the executions of adolescents and young
gay people between the ages of 14 and 20.” Many of us work in the universities with youth of these
ages. I wonder if we do not have anything to say about the matter.

“With 35 assassinations of homosexuals per year, Mexico occupies the second place, in absolute
numbers, in this kind of crime, followed by the United States, with 25 persons assassinated.” Brazil
occupies first place. In 2001, there were 132 assassinations of homosexuals in Brazil (88 gays, 41
transvestites and 3 lesbians). Every three days a homosexual is assassinated savagely. Of course, there are
no prosecutions in the majority of these assassinations.

Let us not forget other cases in our continent like the suspicious burning down of a gay disco in
Valparaíso two years ago, which produced dozens of deaths and that, following the pattern that
predominates in the region, has not been clarified yet.

I offer all of these examples without even beginning to talk about other types of violence such as
censorship, silencing, exclusions of all types (like the mayor of Aguascalientes who prohibited the
entrance to a spa of “dogs and homosexuals”), and a very long list of terrible et ceteras.

It is for all of this that our challenge lies in all areas: in academic life, in quotidian life, in the mass
media, in political practice, in family relations, in the daily sharing with our partners, in activism. Our
challenge lies in reflection and action, knowing that sometimes the inequalities that separate one and
the other level are abysmal. The old discussion about the relationship between theory and praxis returns
to the scene with vigor and once again, it demands our attention. The dinosaur can invade any corner
and the best way to perceive its movements is being conscientious of the inequalities existing between
diverse spaces. We have, on the one hand, the possibility of discussing concepts such as queer and
queerness, to talk about the symbolic, webs of power, phallogocentrism, of “bodies without organs,” of
the becoming of desire, of gender as performances, etc. etc. We already have programs in Gay and
Lesbian Studies, or the first school for “diverse peoples” in New York; we have the peace and liberty that
our cubicles and desks often give us (although we know that there are exceptions to this too). And we
have, on the other hand, the assassinations, the discrimination, the gender-based violence, the hypocrisy,
the hiding, the closets shut with triple key, the fear that only disappears the day of the Gay Pride March,
the priests who call their followers to vote against the political parties who talk about homosexuals, the
priests who “love children.” Of course, seeing the landscape in this way may be too schematic, but one
of the challenges of groups like this one here today is to set those different realities in dialogue with one
another. To learn from grassroots movements, from quotidian struggles, and if the freedom and the level
of tolerance earned in the academic realm or in some spaces of public life can not help us also think
about what happens on the other side, to denounce it, to try to push for the extension of the respect of
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International Resource
Network (IRN) Regional
Meeting group photo in
Mexico City. In August 2003,
more than 50 researchers from
14 countries convened at El
Claustro de Sor Juana (the
nunnery that was home to the
famed 17th-Century poet Sor
Juana Inés de la Cruz) in
Mexico City for a working
meeting to advance the
International Resource
Network (IRN). Following up
on inaugural discussions held
in New York City the previous
November, participants
gathered to hash out pilot
regional plans for web-based
components of the IRN as well
as discuss how this virtual
project might facilitate face-to-
face gatherings and joint
projects. This Regional
Working Meeting, planned
and hosted by CLAGS, in
collaboration with the
Universidad Autónoma-
Metropolitana-Iztapalapa and
a working committee of Latin
American researchers, was
attended by a vast majority of
participants from the region-
Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, Cuba, Dominican
Republic, Mexico, Peru, Puerto
Rico, United States.
Additionally, several researchers
who had attended the
November meeting traveled
from China, Korea, Poland,
and South Africa to meet with
their Latin American
colleagues.

continued on page 11

continued from page 7
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Orgullo Gay, los curas que llaman a votar en contra de los partidos que hablan de los homosexuales,
los curas que “aman la infancia”. Claro, el panorama visto así puede ser quizás demasiado
esquemático, pero uno de los retos de grupos como éste que hoy está aquí es precisamente poner en
diálogo esas distintas realidades. Aprender de los movimientos de base, de la lucha cotidiana, y si la
libertad y el nivel de tolerancia ganados en el ámbito académico, o en ciertos escenarios de la vida
pública, no nos sirven también  para pensar qué pasa en el otro lado, para denunciarlo, para intentar
que se extienda el respeto a la diversidad, a la alteridad, a la libre elección, a la defensa del cuerpo
como espacio de goce y creatividad, si no es así, todo lo que podamos teorizar o reflexionar, perdón,
pero creo que no nos sirve para mucho.

Quisiera aprovechar este ratito para agradecerles a todos ustedes el que estén hoy aquí; agrade-
cerles a los compañeros de CLAGS su iniciativa, su convocatoria, sus gestiones para que esta reunión
pudiera realizarse, en especial a Alisa Solomon, presidenta de CLAGS, y a la maravillosa Hilla Dayan,
gracias a cuyo entusiasmo y eficiencia estoy segura de que nuestro encuentro será un éxito. Me
gustaría darle las gracias también, por supuesto, a Gabriela Cano, gran amiga y compañera de
avatares en debate feminista y en la Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana-Iztapalapa, institución
coorganizadora de esta reunión. Aprovecho también para agradecerle a toda la gente de la
Universidad del Claustro de Sor Juana que ha puesto lo mejor de sí para que podamos trabajar estos
dos días, en especial a su rectora Carmen Beatriz López-Portillo.

Y como los temas que nos interesan tienen también que ver con pieles y amores, con humores y
palabras, y dado que nos cobija este maravilloso espacio que habitara Sor Juana, una mujer que sabía
bastante de discriminaciones e intolerancias, de prejuicios y sexismo, quiero terminar con uno de sus
poemas amorosos, escrito a la condesa de Paredes. Mal que le pese a algunos sorjuanistas que
prefieren la hagiografía por sobre la biografía, ya es tiempo, como dijo Antonio Alatorre en nuestro
último congreso, de sacar también a Juana Inés del closet.

Esta tarde, mi bien, cuando te hablaba,
Como en tu rostro y tus acciones vía
Que con palabras no te persuadía,
Que el corazón me vieses deseaba.

Y amor, que mis intentos ayudaba,
Venció lo que imposible parecía,
Pues entre el llanto que el dolor vertía
El corazón desecho destilaba.

Baste ya de rigores, mi bien, baste;
No te atormenten más celos tiranos,
Ni el vil recelo tu quietud contraste

Con sombras necias, con indicios vanos,
Pues ya en líquido humos viste y tocaste
Mi corazón deshecho entre tus manos.

Sean ustedes muy bienvenidos. ◆

Sandra Lorenzano es Profesora-investigadora de la Universidad
Autónoma Metropolitana (México).

continúa de la página 8



11

IRN Latin American Pl e n a ry Session Pa rticipants (l-
r): Licia Fi o l - Mata (Pu e rto Rico/US), Gabriela Ca n o

( Mexico), José Qu i roga (Cu b a / Pu e rto Rico/US), Ca rl o s
C á c e res (Pe ru), Jacqueline Jiménez Po l a n c o
( Dominican Republic) and César Ci g l i u t t i

( Argentina). 

continued from page 9

diversity, of alterity, of free choice, to the defense of the body as a space of joy and creativity. If it is not
like this, all that we might theorize or reflect upon, sorry, but I do not think it is much use for anything.

I would like take this opportunity to thank all of you that you are here today; to express gratitude
to the colleagues at CLAGS for their initiative, their call for collaboration, their work to make sure that
this meeting could take place, especially to Alisa Solomon, CLAGS’s Executive Director, and the
wonderful Hilla Dayan. Thanks to Hilla’s enthusiasm and efficiency I am sure that our meeting will be a
success. I would also like to thank also, of course, Gabriela Cano, great friend and colleague of
vicissitudes in debate feminista and at the Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana-Iztapalapa, the co-
organizing institution of this meeting. I also take advantage of this opportunity to thank all of the
people at the Universidad del Claustro de Sor Juana, who have made their best effort to make it
possible for us to work these two days, especially Chancellor Carmen Beatriz López-Portillo.

And since the themes that interest us also have to do with skins and loves, with moods and words,
and since we are sheltered under the marvelous space inhabited by Sor Juana, a woman who knew so
much about discriminations and intolerances, about prejudices and sexism, I would like to end by
reading one of her love poems, written to the Countess of Paredes. Even though this may be hard for
the Sor Juana experts who prefer hagiography over biography, it is about time, as suggested by
Antonio Alatorre in our last conference, to also bring Sor Juana out of the closet.

This afternoon, my darling, when we spoke,
And in your face and gestures I could see
That I was not persuading you with words,
I wished you might look straight into my heart;

And Love, who was assisting my designs,
Succeeded in what seemed impossible: 
For in the stream of tears which anguish loosed
My heart itself, dissolved, dropped slowly down.

Enough unkindness, now, my love, enough;
Don’t let these tyrant jealousies torment you
Nor base suspicions shatter your repose

With foolish shadows, empty evidence:
In liquid humor you have seen and touched
My heart undone and passing through your hands. 

Welcome! ◆

Sonnet translation by Electa Arenal and Amanda Powell included in The Answer/La Respuesta. New York:
The Feminist Press, 1994, 155.  

Text translation by Carlos Ulises Decena.

Sandra Lorenzano is Professor-investigator at the Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana (México).

Q-CUNY List
Q-CUNY is an electronic
mailing list that
developed from CLAGS’s
first Queer CUNY
Conference, held in May
2000.  It was created to
foster communication
among faculty, students,
administrators and staff at
the City University of
New York who are
involved with—or
interested in—lesbian,
gay, transgender, bisexual,
or queer life and/or
studies at CUNY.  So far,
the list has been an
important point of
exchange for a number of
issues including
discussions of the Queer
CUNY Conferences,
notification of job
openings, sharing
information about
LGTBQ course offerings
throughout the CUNY
campuses, and organizing
discussion groups around
specific topics.  To
subscribe, send a blank
email message to 
join-qcuny-l@
listserv.gc.cuny.edu.
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Spring 2004
(TUESDAYS) FEB. 10, 17, MARCH 2, 9, 16
All meetings will be from 7-9:30pm. 

SEMINARS IN THE CITY:
Histories of Activism 
In the spring of 2004, CLAGS will offer an
exciting new Seminar in the City that we have
been developing in collaboration with the Audre
Lorde Project (ALP). The Histories of Activism
Seminar will examine LGTBQ histories, current
trends, the politics of the movement, and
intersections (and perhaps divisions) within
broader LGTBQ movements and struggles for
racial, social, and economic justice. The
meetings will be facilitated by CLAGS's own
Jasbir Puar and Sonia Katyal, along with
ALP's Rosamond S. King, through a series of
interactive panel discussions, film screenings and
p e rformances, and will also benefit from a
number of guest speakers—both local and out
of town—who have been directly involved in
organizing LGTBQ communities of color. 

Specific goals for our Histories of Activism
include: developing an understanding of the
broad historical and cultural forces of the last
several decades that shaped—and in turn, were
shaped by—the organizing formations we have
today; exploring the recent history of LGTBQ
activism and organizing in the US, post-1950, by
people of color and their allies; examining
specific efforts within 1) mono-racial and multi-
racial LGTBQ communities of color to develop
analysis of commonalities and differences among
different racial and ethnic communities; and 2)
single-gender and multi-gender efforts; tracing
the development of some LGTBQ informal
networks, organizations, and communities for
people of color and examining the relationship
of these formations to queer liberation, AIDS
activism and racial justice struggles; Developing
an understanding of coalition-building efforts
within LGTBQ people of color communities (and
with other communities); examining shifts
towards transnational and global organizating
especially in relation to issues of human rights,
human security, and the War on Te r r o r i s m ;
looking specifically at queer youth of color
activism and identifying key challenges and
strategies for the future.

The Histories of Activism Seminar is made
possible, in part, by a generous grant from the
Andrew Goodman Foundation. Please check
www.clags.org for updated information about
this Seminar. Contact the CLAGS office for
registration information.

All events in the
Graduate Center are
wheelchair accessible.
Please contact the
Security office at the 
Graduate Center at (212-
817-777) for further
details. X

CLAGS is committed to
accessibility for all partic-
ipants at our events, so
we have a SCENT-FREE
policy. We are also able to
provide ASL interpre-
tation if it is requested at
least 10 working days
prior to an event. Please
contact the CLAGS office
at clags@gc.cuny.edu or,
with a relay operator, at
212-817-1955 to arrange
for ASL interpretation or
with any other questions
about accessibility.

Our spring colloquium
series is cosponsored by
Metrosource Magazine.

All events at The
Graduate Center are
co-sponsored by
Continuing Education & 
Public Programs, The
Graduate Center, CUNY.

CLAGS COLLOQUIUM
SERIES IN LGTBQ
STUDIES: GRADUATE
STUDENT COLLOQUIUM
TUESDAY, FEB. 10, 
7-9PM
My Bloody Valentine:
Gay Love and 
Murder on the American
Stage
Jordan Schildcrout,
PhD Candidate in
Theatre, Graduate Center,
CUNY, Room 9204
Co-sponsored by QUNY and
Metrosource Magazine

THURSDAY, FEB. 19 
7-9PM
A Quest for a Queer
Nation: 
Claude McKay's
Diasporic Plots and
Politics
Linda Camarasana,
PhD Candidate in English,
Graduate Center, CUNY,
Room 9207
Co-sponsored by QUNY and
Metrosource Magazine

THURSDAY, FEB. 26
7-9PM
Beyond Shame: Putting
(Radical) 
Sex Back into
Homosexuality 

Speakers include Jeffrey
Escoffier, independent
scholar and writer;
Amber Hollibaugh,
Senior Action in a Gay
Environment (SAGE);
Patrick Moore,
founding director of the
Estate Project for Artists
with AIDS, and author of
Beyond Shame; Ann
Pellegrini, 
Religious Studies and
Performance Studies,
New York University; and
moderator Carolyn
Dinshaw, Center for the
Study of Gender and
Sexuality, New York
University.
Graduate Center,
Room C203/C204

THURSDAY, FEB. 26 
6-8PM

THE GRADUATE CENTER 
DISTINGUISHED
LECTURER SERIES
Judith Butler, Maxine
Elliot Professor,
Departments of Rhetoric
and Comparative
Literature, University of
California at Berkeley
Graduate Center, Room
TBA
Sponsored by the Center for
the Study of Women and
Society, co-sponsored by
CLAGS, the Center for the
Humanities, CUNY Graduate
Center, and the Center for
the Study of Gender and
Sexuality, NYU

MONDAY, MARCH 1
7-9PM

CLAGS COLLOQUIUM
SERIES IN LGTBQ
STUDIES
Lesbian Weddings in
India: The Issues for
Hindu Marriage Law

Ruth Vanita, Professor
of Liberal Studies &
Women's Studies at the
University of Montana, 
and ACLS-SSRC-NEH
fellow for 2003-04.
Graduate Center,
Room 9204

THURSDAY, MARCH 4
7-9PM

CLAGS COLLOQUIUM
SERIES IN LGTBQ
STUDIES
Lost Prophet / Lost
Politics:  The
Recuperation of
Bayard Rustin
John D’Emilio, Director
of the Gender &
Women’s Studies Program
and Professor of History
and Gender & Women’s
Studies, University of
Illinois, Chicago
Location TBA. Visit
www.clags.org for
updated location info.



MONDAY, MARCH 8
6:30-8:30PM 

INSTITUTE OF TONGZHI
STUDIES
Female Same-Sex Desire in
Modern China: The Discourse
Of Female Same-Sex Love In
Twentieth-Century China
Dr. Tze-Lan D. Sang,
Associate Professor, University
of Oregon, and author of The
Emerging Lesbian
Graduate Center, Martin E.
Segal Theatre
Sponsored by the Institute for
Tongzhi Studies, co-sponsored by
CLAGS and the Center of the Study
of Women and Society, CUNY
Graduate Center

F R I D AY, MARCH 12
8 : 3 0 A M - 6 : 3 0 P M

Black Feminisms

Black Feminisms is an all-day
conference organized by The
Africana Studies Group of
CUNY's Graduate Center.  What
is black feminism?  What is its
significance, and relevance, for
the new millennium? These
questions and more will be
considered at this conference,
which is free and open to the
public.  Keynote speaker A n n
Ducille, C h a i r, African
American Studies/Director,
Center for African American
Studies, Wesleyan University,
and author of The Coupling
Convention and Skin Tr a d e.
Additional participants include
Meena Alexander, Tu z y l i n e
Allen, Shelly Eversley, Jane
M a rcus, Leith Mullings,
Barbara Omolade, Michele
Wallace, Barbara We b b , a n d
m o r e .
Graduate Center, Concourse
Level
Presented by the Graduate Center’s
Africana Studies Group. Co-sponsored
by CLAGS, the Institute for Research
on African Diaspora in the Americas
and the Caribbean (IRADAC), and
the Center for the Study of Women
and Society, CUNY Graduate Center.

FRIDAY, MARCH 26
1:00-4:00PM
Feminist Theories, Feminist
Teaching
This interdisciplinary
roundtable of theorists from
CUNY, NYU and other organi-
zations will discuss feminist
theories, histories and current
practices.

Graduate Center, Rooms
9204/9205
Sponsored by the Center for the
Study of Women and Society, co-
sponsored by CLAGS and the Center
for the Humanities, CUNY Graduate
Center.

MONDAY, MARCH 29
7:00-9:00PM

LESSON PLANS: PEDAGOGY
WORKSHOP ON TEACHING
GENDER AND SEXUALITY
Disability Studies/Queer
Studies in the Classroom

Lesson Plans is presented by
CLAGS and CSGS to discuss
issues raised when teaching
gender and sexuality in the
classroom. The workshop is free
and open to educators at all
levels. Reservations are
required. To reserve space,
contact CLAGS at
212.817.1955 or
clags@gc.cuny.edu.
Facilitated by Simi Linton,
President, Disability/Arts, and
Co-Director of Columbia
University’s Seminar in
Disability Studies; and David
Serlin, Bard College
Graduate Center, Room
C204/C205
Co-sponsored by the Center for the
Study of Gender and Sexuality at
NYU and presented with the
generous support of Joan R. Heller

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 14, 7-9PM
DISABILITY AND QUEERNESS:
CENTERING THE OUTSIDER 
Composing Birth
Announcements: The
Production of Hetero-
Normative, "Healthy" Babies

The New Pre-Natal Genetic
(PNG) Testing Technologies
available for detection of
"disorders" are constantly being
reconfigured, enhanced and
refined. Combined with
existing Reproductive
Technologies (IVF, IUI, Egg
Donation etc.), PNG tests are
marketed to certain
reproductive age women with
deeply entrenched social and
moral imperatives attached.
This panel of scholars,
researchers and activists
explore the terrain of new
reproductive possibilities and
their implications for the
reproduction of healthy babies.

Participants include: Kristen
Karlberg, University of
California at San Francisco;
Suzanne Kessler, Purchase
College, SUNY; moderator Lisa
Jean Moore, College of Staten
Island, CUNY; and others TBA. 
Graduate Center, Room 9100

MONDAY, APRIL 26, 7-9PM

CLAGS COLLOQUIUM SERIES
IN LGTBQ STUDIES:
DUBERMAN FELLOW
COLLOQUIUM
Expert Bodies: Regulating
'Trans-sexuality' Through
Public Health

Ben Singer, Doctoral
Candidate, Rutgers University,
and 2002-2003 Martin
Duberman Fellow
Graduate Center, Room 9207
Cosponsored by Metrosource
Magazine

MONDAY, APRIL 26
6:30-8:30 PM 

INSTITUTE OF TONGZHI
STUDIES
Queer Citizenship, An Ethical
Exploration: A Reading Of
20th-Century Chinese
Literature And Communities
In Hong Kong, Taiwan And
China.
Tai-Wei Chi, PhD. candidate,
Comparative Literature, UCLA;
columnist, awarding-winning
critic and journalist with United
Daily News, Chinatimes and
more.
Graduate Center, Rooms
C201/202
Sponsored by the Institute for
Tongzhi Studies, co-sponsored by
CLAGS and the Center of the Study
of Women and Society, CUNY
Graduate Center

SATURDAY, MAY 1
QUEER CUNY V
Celebrating the Global
Rainbow 
CLAGS's Fifth Annual Queer
CUNY Conference will focus its
workshops and plenary sessions
on the impact of international
LGTBQ Studies at CUNY. The
day will include campus
reports, roundtables and
workshops, and conclude with
a keynote address. As always,
the post-conference reception
will offer the opportunity to
meet and mingle with fellow
CUNYstudents, faculty, and

administration who are
interested in or pursuing
LGTBQ scholarship. Check the
CLAGS website for the day's
itinerary, confirmed speakers,
and directions to this student-
organized conference.
LaGuardia Community College,
Rooms TBA
Sponsored by CLAGS

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12
7-9PM
CLAGS COLLOQUIUM SERIES 
IN LGTBQ STUDIES
Unzipping the Monster Dick:
Deconstructing Ableist Penile
Representations in Two Ethnic
Homoerotic Magazines

Santiago Solis, Doctoral
student in Learning Dis/abilities
(LD) at Teachers College,
Columbia University.
Graduate Center, Room C205
Cosponsored by Metrosource
Magazine

SUBMISSION DEADLINES  
SATURDAY, MAY 15
CLAGS's Student Travel Award
and Paul Monette-Roger
Horowitz Dissertation Prize

TUESDAY, JUNE 1
CLAGS's Undergraduate
Student Paper Award,
Graduate Student Paper
Award, and The Sylvia Rivera
Award in Transgender Studies 
All entries must be postmarked
by this date or received (if
being sent electronically) in the
CLAGS Office by this time.

MONDAY JUNE 28
6:30-8:30PM 
INSTITUTE OF TONGZHI
STUDIES
Publishing Tongzhi: Building
Queer Text In Taiwan
Huei-Chiu Chuang,
Awarding-winning writer and
publisher, PSYGARDEN, Taiwan
Graduate Center, Rooms
9204/9205
Sponsored by the Institute for
Tongzhi Studies, co-sponsored by
CLAGS and the Center of the Study
of Women and Society, CUNY
Graduate Center





Many of us avidly follow her work,
cite her in our own, and crowd
her lectures.  But how do we

convey the ideas of Judith Butler that we
find so compelling to our students?
Judging by the large turnout—about 80
people on a windswept rainy November
night—to a pedagogy workshop hosted
by CLAGS and the Center for the Study of
Gender and Sexuality at NYU a lot of
people want to know.  The guest
speakers, Robert Reid-Pharr, Professor of
English at the Graduate Center, CUNY,
and Jami Weinstein, Visiting Instructor of
Women’s Studies at Vassar College, laid
out very different approaches to teaching
the texts and ideas of Judith Butler.

Reid-Pharr, in fact, doesn’t teach
Butler’s texts in his classes.  Instead, he
chooses to focus on her theoretical contri-
butions through the reading other texts.
Reid-Pharr said that when he agreed to
co-lead this workshop, “I thought it made
sense for me to ask people whom I took
to be absolutely in the know about such
matters how it is that they actually teach
Judith Butler.”   His queries were met,
however, with a great wall of shoulder
shrugging.

“I did discover one thing that I take
as primary and essential here,” Reid-Pharr
continued. “Many perfectly competent

teachers have a fair amount of anxiety
when it comes to the matter of how to
address Butler’s work in the classroom, an
anxiety that I suspect is not altogether
distinct from the general anxiety that
many of feel when teaching theory and
especially that even more daunting entity,
philosophy.”  

In teaching Butler’s ideas, Reid-Pharr
suggested, “we ought to pay attention to
the fact that our own celebration of
Butler’s work and by extension our own
celebration of the work of a variety of the
most significant of contemporary
theorists, queer or otherwise, may have
had the effect of actually de-familiarizing
us from that same work, of making it
seem much more opaque, difficult and

impenetrable than it actually is.” Reid-
Pharr suggested that, given the current
state of what he euphemistically calls
“Butler Studies,” “it is probably
worthwhile for us to return to basics, as it
were, to actually ask ourselves, what was
it about this work, work that many, if not
most, of us encountered as students
ourselves, that initially caused so many of
us to celebrate it and to turn the name,
Butler, into a sort of holy, high theory
talisman.” 

“I would say an almost continual
failing among practitioners of queer
theory then, both inside and outside the
classroom is that though we genuflect
toward the gauntlet that Butler has
thrown down, though we praise it, stroke
it, announce it as our own, most often we
don’t actually pick it up.”  Instead, Reid-
Pharr concluded, “queer teaching might,
in fact, involve undercutting the very
norms and standards that allow many of
us to announce ourselves as queer
teachers and indeed might initiate a
politics within the classroom for which we
are by definition ill-prepared. I would say
to you then that the great difficulty of
reading and teaching Butler is that
precisely by turning her into a sort of
queer icon, of sorts, we ultimately work
to short-circuit the most radical and
indeed frightening of her insights.”

Weinstein, who is trained as a
philosopher, takes a very different
approach to teaching Butler.  She
regularly includes Butler’s texts in her
courses, despite the challenges, and there

Jami
Weinstein
(left) and
Robert Reid-
Pharr discuss
strategies for
teaching the
works of
Judith Butler
at CLAGS's
fall 2003
Pedagogy
Workshop.

Teaching Judith Butler
B Y M E L Y N D A C R A I G

The next pedagogy workshop, Disability
Studies/Queer Studies in the Classroom, is
on Monday, March 29, 7-9pm at the
Graduate Center.

continued on page 23



ENGL. 75600 - Ralph Ellison, Folklore & Modernism
GC: M, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Rm. TBA, 2/4 credits, Prof. Michele Wallace,
[62289] 

ENGL. 75700 –Samuel Delany and His Times
GC: W,  2:00-4:00 p.m., Room TBA, 2/4 credits, Prof. Robert Reid-Pharr
[62286] 

ENGL. 78100 -The History of Black Sexuality
GC: R  2:00-4:00 p.m., Room TBA, 3 credits, Prof. Robert Reid-Pharr
[62665] 
[Cross listed with WSCP 81000]

ENGL. 82300 - Paradise Lost/Romantic Reincarnations
GC:   W, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Rm. TBA, 2/4 credits, Prof. Joseph Wittreich,
[62273]

ENGL. 83200 - Restoration & 18th Century Women Writers
GC:   M, 2:00-4:00 p.m., Rm. TBA, 2/4 credits, Prof. Carrie Hintz, [62274] 
Cross listed with WSCP 81000.

FSCP. 81000 - Magical Realism/Film Global Perspective
GC:   W, 6:30-9:30 p.m., Rm. TBA, 3 credits, Prof. Jerry Carlson, [62621]

MALS. 72200 - Contemporary Feminist Thought
GC:   Rm. TBA, 3 credits, Profs. Ellen Goldner and Catherine Lavender
[62342]

P SC. 83508 - Citizen Part/Community Organization
GC:   T, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Rm. TBA, 4 credits, Prof. Marilyn Gittell, [62404]

P SC. 82602 - America as Empire
GC:   M, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Rm. TBA, 4 credits, Prof. Ruth O'Brien, [62398]

PSYC. 80103 - Health Gays/Lesbians/Bisexuals
GC:   W, 4:15-6:15 p.m., Rm. TBA, 3 credits, Prof. Margaret Rosario,
[62574]

SOC. 80000 - Trauma, Time & Social Theory
GC:   T, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Rm. TBA, 3 credits, Prof. Patricia Clough, [62504] 
Cross listed with WSCP 81000

SOC. 83100 - Social Construction of Illness
GC:   T, 4:15-6:15 p.m., Rm. TBA, 3 credits, Prof. Barbara Katz Rothman,
[62516]
Cross listed with WSCP 81000.

SOC. 83100 - Sociology of Disabilities
GC:   T, 4:15-6:15 p.m., Rm. TBA, 3 credits, Prof. David Goode, [62515] 

THEA. 81500 - Gay & Lesbian Experimental Film
GC:   T, 6:30-9:30 p.m., Rm. TBA, 3 credits, Prof. Sarah Schulman,
[62061]

THEA. 81500 - Seminar in Film Theory
GC:   W, 4:15-6:15 p.m., Rm. TBA, 3 credits, Prof. William Boddy, [62059] 
Cross listed with ART 89500

Interdisciplinary Concentration in 
Lesbian and Gay/Queer Studies Spring 2004

Prof. Alisa Solomon, Coordinator (212.817.1955)

Interdisciplinary Concentration in
Lesbian and Gay/Queer Studies

T he Graduate Center offers an Interdisciplinary
Concentration in Lesbian and Gay/Queer Studies, a
rapidly growing, multidisciplinary enterprise whose goal

is the study of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people
and their histories and cultures, as well as the study of
sexuality and its role in the deployment of cultural and social
power. Lesbian and Gay Studies is a system of inquiry that
examines the roles of same-sex desire across and among
cultures and histories. Queer Studies views sexuality not as a
stable category of identification or as merely a series of
physical acts, but sees desire itself as a cultural construction
that is central to the institutionalization and normalization of
certain practices and discourses that organize social relations
and hierarchies. Together, the two constitute a field whose
best work often weaves together both types of analysis.

Interdisciplinary Concentrations were instituted to
recognize that the development of knowledge crosses
traditional departmental boundaries and that inter-disciplinary
study constitutes a sound and stimulating approach to
scholarship. Students fulfilling one of the existing doctoral
programs can fashion a specialization in LG/Q Studies with the
guidance of the Interdisciplinary Studies Committee and under
the supervision of specialists within these areas. 

Requirements: Students are required to be matriculated in one
of the Graduate Center’s established doctoral programs and
must take the core class, Introduction to Lesbian and
Gay/Queer Studies, as well as three electives within the
Concentration’s course lists.

Further inquiries about the Concentration in Lesbian and
Gay/Queer Studies should be directed to 212-817-1955. ◆
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Fall Colloquiua
This fall, the CLAGS Colloquium Series in LGTBQ Studies featured speakers presenting exciting new

research in a range of disciplines--history, law, communication, and rhetorical studies. Sandra
Faulkner of Syracuse University summarized her initial conclusions from her interview based

research on how LGTB Jewish Americans manage multiple identities, and raised important questions
about the methodologies and ethics involved in carrying out this research. San Francisco independent
historian Susan Stryker showed rough cuts from her film, "Screaming Queens: The Compton's Cafeteria
Riot of 1966," and argued--to a New York audience--that
this San Francisco uprising, which predated the Stonewall
Rebellion by three years, has been too long overlooked
by LGBT historians. Toni Lester, from Babson College,
centered her presentation on intersectionality and the
pedagogical challenges it raises, and evaluated different
approaches to teaching about race, gender, class, and
sexuality: the "mosaic" one identity per lecture method, a
more layered method integrating two axes of difference;
and what Lester calls the "Toni Morrison" approach,
bypassing altogether discussion of dominant cultural
formations, such as whiteness, to focus specifically and
concretely on minority communities.  Finally, Rutgers
University's Kathryn Greene discussed her on-going large
research project exploring how gender and sexual
orientation affect safer sex decisions and disclosure of HIV
diagnosis, and talked about some of the censorship she

has encountered
in trying to get
"offensive
language" from
the interviews
she conducted
published in
professional
academic
journals. ◆

Toni Lester, Associate Professor and Johnson
Reseach Chair at Babson College, presents
her fall colloquium The Importance and
Challenges of Writing About
Intersectionality: A Discussion of Gender
Nonconformity, Race and Sexuality:
Charting the Connections. 

In celebration of Humanities Month in October, and in
conjunction with our Bad Law and Centering Disability
programming, CLAGS hosted a special half-day public program that

looked at the broad cultural and social impact, for good and ill, of
legislation and case law that end up defining such terms as 'family'
and 'disability' in LGTBQ contexts. Like all civil rights movements,
LGTBQ communities press for laws and use the courts to advance
their access to rights. Yet in ways that extend far beyond the narrow
realm of jurisprudence into the culture and society at large, the
consequences even of victories are often as unexpected and troubling
as they are productive. Historians, cultural critics, and legal scholars
debated these issues in two focused panels, pictured below. ◆

Legal Disabilities panelists (l-r) Dean Spade, Lennard J. Davis and Beverly
Greene.

CLAGS's Queer Family Law panelists (l-r): Roddrick Colvin,
Paula Ettelbrick, Darren Hutchinson and moderator Ann Cammett.



CLAGS kicked off our initial year of Disability
and Queerness: Centering the Outsider
programming on September 22nd with an

evening celebrating the release of Desiring
Disability, a special issue of GLQ on disability and
Disability Studies, and Haworth Press's
forthcoming Queer Crips, a collection of essays and
stories by disabled gay men. The event gathered a
variety of voices speaking about the intersections
between sexuality and disability as identities, as
well as Queer Studies and Disability Studies as
disciplines and intellectual enterprises.  A
roundtable of speakers was supplemented by the
screening of Carmelo Gonzalez, Ted Hinojosa, and
Diana Naftal’s video, One Night Sit, which explores
the subtle and explicit ableism disabled gay men
face in queer communities, particularly around
sexuality and dating.

The opening roundtable represented an
impressive array of perspectives on sexuality and
disability.  Several of our participants were
involved in Desiring Disability or Queer Crips: Robert
McRuer of George Washington University, was one
of the editors of the GLQ issue, and Michael
Davidson, University of California San Diego,
contributed an essay; poet/filmmaker/Deaf activist
Raymond Luczak and Kenny Fries, the poet and
disability rights activist whose groundbreaking
memoir Body, Remember has recently been
reissued, appear in Queer Crips. The panel also
included CUNY Law Professor Ruthann Robson,
who has written extensively on lesbians and the
law, and most recently about her own experience

as a dyke with cancer, and was moderated by me.
The panel provided the audience with a rich

and textured sense of the conversations already in
play between and among queer/disabled people,
and the possibilities of interconnections between
the often overlapping fields of Queer Studies and
Disability Studies, as well as the discontinuities and
cultural specificities of both sexuality and disability
as categories of identity.  Kenny Fries’s comments
on his experiences living in Japan provided a
striking contrast to U.S. models of identity and
self-definition.  Given the low birthrate, a high
percentage of the Japanese population is aging
and in need of disability accommodation.  Japan’s
recent history, particularly in terms of marginalized
groups, is very different from that of the U.S., even
as accommodation is becoming an increasingly
important part of rethinking design for disabled
Japanese.  Ruthann Robson discussed a different
process of recontextualization: using the lessons
she had learned from being a lesbian in relation to
a diagnosis of terminal cancer.  Her experiences of
resisting authoritative narratives, challenging
expert opinion, and forging a community out of
adversity were, she commented, literally life-saving
when it came to working out a way to survive.

Gonzalez, Hinojosa, and Naftal’s One Night
Sit was an eye-opening analysis of the struggles of
disabled men within the gay community.  With a
sly wink to the obstacles many disabled gay men
face even in the pursuit of a “one night stand,”
the creators of the video challenged the ableism
absorbed by much of gay male culture, partic-
ularly in choosing sexual partners.  The men
interviewed for the video spoke honestly and often
painfully about the masculine body ideal they
found prevalent among gay men that so often
relegated disabled men to the role of second-class
queers.  After the screening, Gonzalez and Naftal
led a spirited discussion of the issues the film
raised, particularly the ways in which non-disabled
people, queer and not, infantilize and desexualize
people with disabilities.

It would be hard to imagine a more
engaging and thought-provoking kick-off to the
Disability and Queerness series.  Many thanks to
Kim Christensen, Jim Davis, Amber Hollibaugh,
Simi Linton, Peter Penrose, David Serlin, Alisa
Solomon, and Becca Widom for organizing such
an exciting evening.

Sarah Chinn is Assistant Professor of English at Hunter
College, CUNY, and is currently a resident fellow at
the Center for the Humanities at the Graduate Center,
CUNY.

18

TRANSOC-L
CLAGS has created a
new listserv for those
doing research on
transgender or intersex
subjects in the social
sciences.  This list
provides a venue for
scholars (academic and
independent, including
advanced graduate
students) who are
engaged in, or have
completed, substantial
research projects on
transgender, intersex,
genderqueer identities,
practices, social
movements, etc. in the
social sciences.  List
members help provide
ideas, resources, and
feedback in the
following areas, though
this list is not exclusive:
interacting ethically
with transgender and
intersex communities;
getting through human
subjects review; figuring
out questions of names,
nomenclature, identity,
practices, communities;
getting advice on
reaching out to trans
and intersex
communities; finding
out what type of
research is most needed
by advocates and
activists; and learning
how to make that
research available
to trans and
intersex
communities.  If
you are interested
in joining this
list, send a
message to
Paisley Currah
<pcurrah@
brooklyn.
cuny.edu>
introducing
yourself and
briefly describing
your research
project.◆

Panel discussants at CLAGS's September Claiming
Disability: New Work at the Intersection of LGTBQ
and Disability Studies event: (l-r) moderator Sarah
Chinn, Raymond Luczak, Kenny Fries, Robert McRuer,
Michael Davidson, and Ruthann Robson. 

C L A G S  L a u n c h e s  

Disability/Queerness Programming

B Y S A R A H  E .  C H I N N
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Q U E E R  
Z A G R E B

Z V O N I M I R  D O B R O V I C

Queer Zagreb is an international festival that took place for the first time
in Croatia from April 25-30, 2003. It presented an extensive program
which included theater, dance, film and visual art, as well as a

symposium of papers from around the globe focused on queer sexuality, art
and activism. It was a pioneer event of its kind in post-communist Europe, and
was presented throughout the city in some of Zagreb's most established
venues. The festival's main goal was to use art, activism and theory as a catalyst
to raise awareness about and visibility for queer people, all the while
questioning heteronormativity. These goals were achieved with more than 150
articles in Croatian newspapers and over five hours of TV and radio coverage
dedicated to the festival. Queer people in the region now have a public voice
and identity and are developing mechanisms and programs to further a
regional queer rights movement. Since the end of Queer Zagreb, portions of
the original festival program have toured to other towns around Croatia
including Rijeka, Opatija, Osijek, Pula, Tabor and Vis. 

Queer Zagreb 2004 will take place April 23-30, 2004 and will focus on
music and film. It will present such artists as The London Gay Symphony
Orchestra (UK), John Kelly (USA), Tribe 8 (USA), London, Paris and Berlin club
scenes, as well as numerous other artists and activists from China, Spain, Czech
Republic, Serbia, Slovenia, Moldova, Bosnia and Macedonia. We are also
putting together an extensive program dedicated to gay skinheads with over
ten films on the subject, and will have visiting filmmakers and skinheads from
around Europe to participate in the post-screening discussions. In its regular
film program, the festival will screen over twenty of the most recent feature
films as well as approximately fifty shorts and documentaries from around the
world. We are also producing and commissioning local artists and their work
and presenting it in the festival program. Additional events, which will show
parts of the original Zagreb program, are Queer Rijeka (April 28-May 1, 2004)
and Queer Osijek (May 7-9, 2004).

In 2005, Queer Zagreb will be dedicated to examining heteronormativity
among youth and children since they are the last line of defence of hetero-
sexist society. This means they usually cannot hear or see anything positive
about queers in the environment in which they spend most time (schools or
kindergartens). Therefore, the festival will try to look into different ways that
children are “protected” from queer “influence.” Queer Zagreb 2005 will put
together a program of interest to youth and children which focuses on
questioning heteronormalcy. Again, we are doing this in cooperation with
responsible government institutions in order to reach a wider population as
well as education and youth programs decision makers.

One of the bigger projects we are developing at the moment is the
establishment of queer studies as an additional field of research for university
students in Zagreb, as well as for civil society activists. The focus of the studies
will be construction and deconstruction of norms (hetero and homo alike). The
pilot project should begin in 2005, with a few prior visiting lectures.

Queer Zagreb is a project very much dedicated to strengthenig local and
regional initiatives and is collaborating with almost all organizations in the area
on achieving this goal. Further information on our program and plans can be
found at www.queerzagreb.org and we can be contacted at
queerzagreb@email.hinet.hr ◆

Zvonimir Dobrovic is Program Director of Queer Zagreb.

Queering the
Crip/Cripping 
the Queer

B E T H  K L I N G  

What does it mean to reclaim the

terms “queer,” “crip,” or “freak” as

signifiers of personal identity?  How

have sexuality and disability changed meaning

over time?  How do images of queer and

disabled sexuality differ?  These were some of

the questions explored in CLAGS’s Fall 2003

Seminars in the City series, Queering the

Crip/Cripping the Queer:  Introduction to Queer

and Disability Studies.
In monthly meetings at the LGBT

Community Center, participants explored the
similarities, differences, intersections, and
conflicts between Queer Studies and Disability
Studies.  The series began with a presentation
by Simi Linton of Hunter College, whose book,
Claiming Disability, was the first assigned text.
Other reading assignments included Eli Clare’s
Exile and Pride and Fleischer and Zames’ The
Disability Rights Movement: From Charity to
Confrontation, in addition to shorter readings by
queer and disabled scholars and activists.

Led by Sarah Chinn of Hunter College,
and CLAGS Board members Kim Christensen of
Purchase College, and Peter Penrose of the
Graduate Center, the semester-long seminar
was open to academics, activists, and interested
community members free of charge.  Contact
the CLAGS office for information on future
offerings in its Seminars in the City series. ◆

Beth Kling is a freelance writer who lives in
Brooklyn.
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PAUL MONETTE-ROGER HORWITZ DISSERTATION PRIZE
This award, which honors the memories of Monette, a poet and author, and his partner, Horwitz, an
attorney, will be given for the best dissertation in LGTBQ Studies, broadly defined, by a PhD
candidate within the City University of New York system. The dissertation should have been defended
within the 2003-2004 academic year. Adjudicated by CLAGS's Fellowships Committee.
Award: $1000
Deadline: May 15, 2004

SYLVIA RIVERA AWARD IN TRANSGENDER STUDIES
This award, which honors the memory of Rivera, a transgender activist, will be given for the best
book or article to appear in transgender studies this year (from May 2003 to June 2004). Adjudicated
by CLAGS's Fellowships Committee. 
Award: $1000
Deadline: June 1, 2004

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT PAPER AWARD
The Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies sponsors a student paper competition open to all
undergraduate students enrolled in the CUNY or SUNY system. A cash prize will be awarded to the
best paper written in a CUNY or SUNY undergraduate class on any topic related to gay, lesbian,
bisexual, queer, or transgender experiences. Essays should be between 12 and 30 pages, well
thought-out, and fully realized.  
Award: $250
Deadline: June 1, 2004

GRADUATE STUDENT PAPER AWARD
The Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies sponsors a student paper competition open to all graduate
students enrolled in the CUNY system. A cash prize will be awarded to the best paper written in a
CUNY graduate class on any topic related to gay, lesbian, bisexual, queer, or transgender
experiences. Papers should be between 15 and 50 pages and of publishable quality.
Award: $250
Deadline: June 1, 2004

STUDENT TRAVEL AWARD
The Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies sponsors a student travel award open to all graduate
students enrolled in the CUNY system. A cash prize will be awarded to a student presenting subject
matter that addresses gay, lesbian, bisexual, queer, or transgender issues in their respective field.
Presentations can be for conferences held in the U.S. or abroad.
Award: $250
Deadline: June 1, 2004 and November 15, 2004 

THE MARTIN DUBERMAN FELLOWSHIP
An endowed fellowship named for CLAGS’s founder and first executive director, Martin Duberman,
this fellowship is open to applicants from any country doing scholarly research on the lesbian/gay/
transgender/ bisexual/queer (LGTBQ) experience.  University affiliation is not necessary, but the
applicant must be able to show a prior contribution to the field of LGTBQ studies. Adjudicated by the
fellowships committee of the Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies. The winner of the fellowship may
be asked to participate in CLAGS's Colloquium Series the following academic year to present his/her
research project. 
Award: $7,500
Deadline: November 15, 2004

THE JOAN HELLER-DIANE BERNARD FELLOWSHIP IN LESBIAN AND GAY
STUDIES
This fellowship supports research into the impact of lesbians and/or gay men on U.S. society and
culture. It is open to researchers both inside and outside the academy and is adjudicated by the Joan
Heller-Diane Bernard Fellowship committee in conjunction with CLAGS. The winner may be asked to
participate in CLAGS's colloquium series the following academic year to present her/his research
project. Scholars conducting research on lesbians are especially encouraged to apply.
Award: Two awards each in the amount of $5,000 
Deadline: November 15, 2004

Please check CLAGS’s website, www.clags.org, in August 2004 for any updates to the fellowships
guidelines, requirements, or procedures, or contact the CLAGS office (clags@gc.cuny.edu or 212-
817-1955). ◆

Fellowship
and Award
Guidelines

2004

GenderSexStudies List
Gendersexstudies-l is an
electronic mailing list
sponsored by CLAGS
designed to enhance
communication among
teachers and scholars
dedicated to the study of
gender and sexuality.  In
addition to being a
conduit of information
about conferences, calls
for papers, job listing,
etc., one of its purposes
is to facilitate timely
responses to attacks on
the study of gender and
sexuality in the academy.
To subscribe, send a
message to majordomo@
brooklyn. cuny.edu with
subscribe gendersexs-
tudies-l in the body of
the message. ◆
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C o m ra d e s  P ro m o t e  
To n g z h i  S t u d i e s  

IRN-l: International
Resource Network
Listserv
CLAGS is pleased to
announce the creation of
our very own International
Resource Network email
listserv. This email list is
intended to foster LGTBQ
networks around the world
by creating a space for
scholars and researchers to
post messages for
upcoming conferences and
events, notify other list
members of available job
opportunities in the field,
discuss current news items
for local and global
LGTBQ communities,
and more. 

To subscribe, please
send a blank email to join-
irn-l@listserv.gc.
cuny.edu. You will receive
a response email requesting
you to confirm your IRN-l
listserv subscription, which
will be followed with
instructions on posting
messages and
unsubscribing. ◆

M A I  K I A N G

As reported in the Summer 2003 issue of CLAGSnews, our organization has teamed up with the Institute for
Tongzhi Studies (ITS) and, just last fall, helped to bring in a number of scholars and researchers from abroad
to share their work on LGTBQ Studies with people in the New York area. In hopes of providing a wider picture
of ITS’s efforts and the ways in which they intersect with CLAGS’s work, we include here a report on their
background and recent activities.

The Institute for Tongzhi Studies (ITS) is an academic research and exchange program led by

Chinese speaking educators and researchers. Housed at the Graduate Center of the City University

of New York, ITS is a joint project of the Center for Women and Society and the Center for

Lesbian and Gay Studies (CLAGS). The Institute seeks to scrutinize layers of discriminating social

attitudes, cultural assumptions, and public policies against sexual minorities in China and in Chinese

communities around the world.  Through education, research, and exchange, ITS coordinates with

institutions with shared values in order to build a body of scholarly work to further the study of gender

and sexuality in Chinese societies.
"Tongzhi" literally means “comrade,” or “people who cherish similar aspirations.”  This term was

first used in 1890s by Dr. Sun Yat-Sen to describe his followers, and was based on his three democratic
principles for a new China: "Freedom, Equality, Compassion."  Later, Chinese communists re-interpreted
the term to label their revolutionary compatriots.  Even more recently, the expression “tongzhi” was
adopted by a Hong Kong gay activist in 1989 to portray same-sex desire in a positive light.  The
traditional term “tongxing lian” (homosexuals) was purposely rejected by activists because of its strong
association with a medical term denoting transgression and pathology. “Tongzhi" has now become the
preferred and empowered homegrown phrase for self-identifying Chinese gays and lesbians worldwide.
In no time, “tongzhi” was also adopted by expansive and diverse communities of sexual minorities that
are united in the challenging traditional definitions of gender and sexuality, and the norms attached to
them, including Chinese lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgender people, queers (LGBTQ) and many
others.

Funded by a two-year grant from Ford Foundation, ITS’s tongzhi lecture series is designed to create
dialogues between scholars, educators, students, and artists. As an emerging area of academic
exploration, the field of "Tongzhi Studies" not only aims to record and describe communities, histories,
identity theories, and social activism unique to Chinese culture, it also aspires to open new ground and
provoke dialogues on issues of gender/sexuality/same-sex desires interpreted locally in a global context. 

Since fall of 2003, ITS hosted three key speakers from this nascent field: Professor Cui Zi En, a
leading queer activist, independent media artist and film scholar from the Beijing Film Academy, who
presented "Filtered Voices: Queer Artistic Production In Today's China”; Dr. Li Yin He, Professor of
Sociology from the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; and Ching-ning Wang, Ph.D. candidate in
Sociology at the City University of New York, who presented "Tongzhi, Internet, And Homosexuality In
Contemporary China." A number of spring 2004 events have already been scheduled, and are listed in
CLAGS’s calendar of events on page 13.

For additional information about the work of ITS, please contact info@tongzhistudies.org or visit
www.tongzhistudies.org. ◆

Mai Kiang co-chairs ITS with Wan Yan Hai. She is currently working as a film librarian at New York University
and has previously served on organizing, programming, and fundraising committees for New York area grassroots
organizations, such as Asian Lesbian of the East Coast, New York Gay and Lesbian Film Festival, and Taiwan
Women.
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Dean’s List
Diane Bernard and Joan Heller
John D'Emilio
Jack Drescher
Martin Duberman and Eli Zal
Fred Eychaner
Katherine Franke
James C. Hormel
David Kessler
Ivor Kraft
C. Richard Mathews
Loring McAlpin
Nancy and Peter Rabinowitz
John Silberman and Elliot Carlen  
Joseph A. Wittreich, Jr.

Honor Roll
Deborah Amory
Stuart Anthony
Andrew Austin and Michael Sonberg
Paola Bacchetta
Eleanor Batchelder
David Becker
Edith Benkov and Holly Ransom
Mark Blasius
Mark Blechner
Gail Mellow
Michael Bronski
Richard Brown
Luis E. Cárcamo-Huechante
Julian Carter
Elizabeth Castelli
Sarah Chinn
Douglas Crimp
Paisley Currah
Kate Davy
Muriel Dimen
Michael Dively
Susan Donnelly and Jennifer Levi
Lisa Duggan
David Eng
Anne Enke
Paula Ettelbrick and Suzanne Goldberg
William Fisher
David Fletcher
Diana Fuss
Marcia Gallo
Dara Goldman
Deborah Gould
Larry Gross and Scott Tucker
Arnold Grossman
Jeffrey Guss and Robert Elliott
Bert Hansen
Ellis Hanson
Patrick Hennessey
Sharon Holland
James Holmes
Nan Hunter
Suzanne Iasenza
Janice Irvine
Daniel J. Jacobson
Janet Jakobsen
Drew Jones
Miranda Joseph
Carol Kaplan
Irene Kleinberg

Steven Kruger and Glenn Burger
Burt Lazarin
Arthur Leonard
Lesbian and Gay Law Association Foundation of

Greater New York, Inc. (LeGaL)
Andrew London
Joseph Lovett and Jim Cottrell
John David Macey, Jr.
Elena Martinez
Robert McCullough, Jr.
Tom McLoughlin
Bob and Roberta Meyers
Judith Milhous
John Miller and Robert Bixler
Weston Milliken
Shannon Minter
Virginia Ramey Mollenkott
Sylvia Molloy
Fred Moten and Laura Harris
Esther Newton
Ann Northrop
Ann Pellegrini
David Roman and Richard Meyer
Everett Rowson
Ariel Ruiz
Theo Sandfort
Jim Saslow and Steven Goldstein
David Serlin and Brian Selznick
Danny Sexton
Pamela Sheingorn
Sue Shapiro
Alisa Solomon and Marilyn Kleinberg Neimark
Thomas Spear
Arthur Spears
Barbara Starrett
Edward Stein
Marc Stein and Jorge Olivares
Eddie Tawil
Lynne Weikart
John Weis and Larry Iannotti
Frances White
Robyn Wiegman
Henry Yeager
Jim Zebroski
Lucinda Zoe
William Zwart and David Berchenbriter

Foundation and 
Institutional Supporters
The Astraea Foundation
The Calamus Foundation
The City University of New York
The Office of New York State Senator Tom Duane
The Ford Foundation
The Office of New York State Assemblymember

Deborah Glick 
The Andrew Goodman Foundation
The New York Council for the Humanities
The Office of New York City Councilmember

Christine Quinn
The Paul Rapoport Foundation
The Rockefeller Foundation
United Way of New York

CLAGS 2003
Supporters
So many organizations

and individuals make

vital contributions to the

Center for Lesbian and

Gay Studies. It is

through their generosity

that CLAGS is able to

fulfill its mission of

improving the

understanding of lesbian,

gay, transgender,

bisexual, and queer lives.

We'd like to take this

opportunity to thank our

major donors and institu-

tional members.

CLAGSnews is published
twice a year by the
Center for Lesbian and
Gay Studies at the
CUNY Graduate Center.
All submissions related
to the study of gay,
lesbian, transgender,
and bisexual
experiences are
welcome. Please address
all inquiries to
CLAGSnews, The
Graduate Center, The
City University of New
York, Room 7.115, New
York, NY 10016.
Phone: 212.817.1955
clags@gc.cuny.edu

CLAGS NEWS
Sara Ganter
Paisley Currah
editors
Preston Bautista
designer



are many, according to
Weinstein: the vocabulary,
epistemology, and ontology can
be tough; the  terms and
catch phrases they’ve heard,
“gender is performative,”
“repetition,” “citation,” aren’t
easily digested on the first
pass; Butler draws on many
sources the students won’t
have read, especially students
who aren’t philosophy majors.   

While getting past these
intellectual barriers can be
difficult, according to
Weinstein, the aim for
instructors should be to adopt
a clear, jargon-free approach
to teaching Butler’s work.
Weinstein offered the
audience a variety of concrete
teaching suggestions.  In her
women’s studies classes,
Weinstein teaches
“Performative Acts and
Gender Constitution”; in her
more advanced queer theory
classes, she uses “Imitation
and Gender Insubordination.”
Weinstein even provided the
audience with a diagrammatic
representation (see pg. 15)
that she developed to explain
performative and expressive
models of gender to her
students.

For Weinstein, Butler’s work
can be transformative for
students, potentially changing
the ways students think about
the fixity of their identities and
gender, and possibly unsettling
them as well.  “It can rock their
world, they might need support
from you.”  As for teaching
resources, she recommended
the documentary Southern
Comfort as a great film to
enhance discussions about
Butler’s work, and also referred
audience members to Dean
Spade’s article “Mutilating
Gender” (available on the web
at http://www. makezine.org
/trans.html).

Melynda Craig is a doctoral student
in the Department of Psychology at
the University of Rhode Island. 

CLAGS’S BASIC MEMBERSHIP
Receive CLAGSnews and be the first to know about exciting upcoming events.
■ $10  Student/Limited Income ■ $35  Individual ■ $50  Household/Institution

HONOR ROLL
The above as well as free admission to all CLAGS conferences, an invitation to the annual Kessler lecture, and the
option of having your name listed in the conference programs, website and biannual newsletter.

■ $100 

■ $250  The above plus a CLAGS publication. Please specify:

■ $500  The above plus a CLAGS publication. Please specify:

DEAN’S LIST
All of the above as well as a personal CLAGS library, which includes a copy of each publication now available
from the Sexual Culture Series.
■ $1000 ■ $5,000 ■ I’d like to make a contribution to fellowships for $________.

NAME:               

ADDRESS:           

E-MAIL:              

TELEPHONE:        

INSTITUTIONAL  AFFILIATION, IF ANY:

PAYMENT: ■ Check enclosed Credit Card: ■ Visa   ■ Mastercard   ■ American Express

NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD:     

CREDIT CARD #:     EXP. DATE
Please send donations to: Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies, The Graduate Center of The City University of
New York, 365 Fifth Avenue, Room 7115, New York, NY 10016-4309

CLAGS is poised At CLAGS’s midway point of our 2003-2004 year, things look promising: our new Executive
D i r e c t o r, Paisley Currah, is well in the mix of his new post, creating new events and programs, pursuing new
funding opportunities, and bringing a new perspective to our organization. During the first half of this year,

our programming has showcased fresh perspectives on issues of the moment.  Our "Bad Law" series has explored
the implications of Lawrence v. Te x a s and how queer families are recognized, or not, by the law. And our on-going

"Claiming Disabilitiy" programming has presented new work at the
intersections of Disability Studies and LGTBQ Studies in a variety of forums,
including a Seminar In The City. And, among other things, our International
R e s o u rce Network is reaching out to—and has already convened—scholars
around the world to discuss local and global politics of the LGTBQ movement,
both within and outside of the academy. To make all of these things possible in
2003-2004, and to ensure our organization’s vitality in coming year, CLAGS
looks towards its members to help ensure our work continues.

While our programs and projects push forward our organization has, at
times, had to rely more heavily upon the enthusiasm and volunteer labor of our
Board of Directors and our members, and less upon available money to fund
expenses such as travel costs for getting speakers to our events; ensuring that
fresh and relevant articles are contributed to our newsletter and website;
maintaining funds for our much-needed fellowships and awards programs, so
that a graduate student can get to a conference to present LGTBQ work and
that an undergraduate can be rewarded for pursuing LGTBQ Studies in his or
her work; the less dazzling but vitally important costs of postage to mail our
newsletters and events and fellowship notices; and the very office supplies that
help keep our small staff able to perform their jobs. 

Indeed, this year has been a particularly difficult one, with budget cuts
within the Graduate Center, where CLAGS makes its home; with city and state
budget cuts, which include some governmental sources that help fund our
work; and in an economy that continues with a sluggishness detrimental to
nonprofits and the foundations that fund their work. In the face of these
challenges, CLAGS is relying upon our members’ support more than ever. We
urge you to support our efforts in the coming year by filling out the form
b e l o w, including a donation to the extent that you are able, and mailing it to
our offices. And, as a new component to our membership program, CLAGS is
now able to accept donations via credit cards, so that giving is easier to do
than ever. Your donation—even if it is in the amount of $10—will support all of
our organization’s necessities, including those listed above, and allow our work
to continue. If you believe in the creation and dissemination of LGTBQ
scholarship for our communities, now is the time to support CLAGS.◆

CLAGS has published, with the
Feminist Press, Queer Ideas: The
Kessler Lectures in Lesbian & Gay
Studies. The NYU series, "Sexual
Cultures: New Directions from the
Center for Lesbian and Gay
Studies," has just released Juana
María Rodríguez’s Queer Latinidad:
Identity Practices, Discursive Spaces.
Other books in the series include
Samuel Delany’s Times Square Red,
Times Square Blue, Philip Brian
Harper’s Private Affairs: Critical
Ventures in the Culture of Social
Relations, José Quiroga’s Tropics of
Desire: Interventions from Queer
Latino America, Mandy Merck’s In
Your Face: 9 Sexual Studies, Greg
Forter’s Murdering Masculinities,
María C. Sánchez and Linda
Schlossberg’s Passing: Identity and
Interpretation in Sexuality, Race and
Religion, Lauren Berlant and Lisa
Duggan’s Our Monica, Ourselves,
Robert Reid-Pharr’s Black Gay Man,
Juana María Rodríguez’s Queer
Latinidad: Identity Practices,
Discursive Spaces, Janet Jakobsen
and Ann Pellegrini’s Love the Sin:
Sexual Regulation and the Limits of
Religious Tolerance, and The
Queerest Art: Essays on Lesbian and
Gay Theater, edited by Alisa
Solomon and Framji Minwalla, and
Queer Globalizations: Citizenship
and the Afterlife of Colonialism
edited by Arnaldo Cruz Malavé
and Martin F. Manalansan IV.

continued from page 15
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